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An Abstract

This paper investigates the history of Buddhism in Thailand, focusing on the
contributions of Thai kings to Buddhism, starting from the founding of Sukhothai by
King U Thong (Por Khun Sri Indraditya) in 1238 up until the period of King
Chulalongkorn, who ruled the country from 1868 to 1910. The paper begins with the
introduction of Buddhism into Southeast Asia, particularly the location of what is called
the Golden Area (Suvannabhumi). It then examines the development of Buddhism under
Thai kings during the Sukhothai period (1238-1438), the Ayutthaya period (1350-1767),
the period of King Taksin (1767-1782) ,and the early Ratanakosin Period (which covers
King Rama | up to King Rama V). The paper shows that during the period under
investigation Buddhism enjoyed a prosperous development under the protection of these
Thai kings. However, in the course of its development, Buddhism became intermingled
with other religious beliefs, particularly with Brahmanism-Hinduism, the extent of which
depended on the particular policy of each Thai king.
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